
open their studio doors for the  
public to view and purchase artwork from 12 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Joining Art Square Studios are a list of well-respected favorites that 
call Midtown “home” and will share in the event: Community Artists’ 
Collective, Midtown Art Center, Houston Community College-

Central Fine Art Department, Lawndale 
Art Center, Inman Gallery, Station Museum 
of Contemporary Art, Houston Center 
for Contemporary Craft, The Ensemble 
Theatre, Finesilver Gallery, Diverse Works 
and CTRL Gallery.

Maps are available at midtownvisions.com 
or you may pick up a copy at any participat-

Art In The Park 
houstonmidtown.com 

The 2nd Annual Midtown Art in the Park promises to be a 
vibrant gathering of talented local and regional artists. The 
non-juried fine art festival is set among century old oaks at 

the renovated Elizabeth Baldwin Park located at the corner of Elgin 
and Chenevert. Painters, sculptors, photographers and ceramicists are 
welcome, many of which have already reserved booths. 

The park setting is a perfect example of Midtown’s unique urban-
lifestyle and a great place to spend a Saturday afternoon with family 
and friends. Festival-goers will have a chance to meet the artists and 
purchase pieces onsite while children can enjoy the outdoor play-
ground. Bike racks are available with plenty of public parking just a 
block away at J. Will Jones Elementary.

Houston’s beloved Art Cars will also be on hand to add to the col-
orful gathering and help peak anticipation for the city’s annual Art Car 
Parade scheduled this year for Saturday, May 10 along Allen Parkway. 

Midtown’s premier urban art festival, Art in the Park, will be held 
Saturday, April 12 from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine. PrimeWay 
Federal Credit Union, Central Bank and METRO Midtown Apartment 
Homes are sponsors of the event at time of print.

Best of all, event admission is free! 

Midtown Visions  
Vikki Trammell at Art Supply 
713-652-5028 

A gain this year, Art in the Park coin-
cides with the 9th Annual Midtown 
Visions Cultural Arts Tour. At Art 

Square Studios,  over 26 working artists 
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Matt Thibodeaux is the  
new guy in Midtown, and he 
wants to hear from you. 

S
ince November he has been 
the boss at 410 Pierce, Suite 
355, simultaneously serving as 
executive director of Midtown 

Management District and executive 
director of Midtown Redevelopment 
Authority/TIRZ #2.

Workdays as full as his require some 
schedule juggling, but he always finds time 
for his number-one priority – getting to 
know the needs of the neighborhood 

and its 
people.

Key to 
the commu-
nity’s contin-
ued success, 
Matt firmly 
believes, is 

involvement of residents and business 
owners in the operation of the district. 
That’s why he’s pleased to extend an 
invitation for anyone interested in taking 
part in the sometimes-lively happenings 
of Midtown management.

(You can help by joining one of the 

Midtown committees. They’re listed on 
page 3, under “Making a Difference.”)

He took on his dual Midtown roles 
last November after the retirement of 
Charles LeBlanc, a legendary leader of 
Midtown’s creation. And those are big 
shoes to fill.

“I’ve only been here a couple of 
months. I’m still on the learning curve,” 
said Matt, who brings his own mix of tal-
ents and experience to the challenges.

He had a close-up view of history-
making events, including the city’s mas-
sive response in 2005 to Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, during his six years as 
assistant chief with the Houston Police 
Department. Previously, he worked 20 
years with the City of Houston, including 
12 years as assistant director of planning 
during the time Midtown and Houston’s 

other 21 tax-reinvestment zones were 
formed. “I love the urban fabric,” says 
the Lafayette, Louisiana native who holds 
degrees in urban planning and design 
from the University of Louisiana and 
Texas Southern University.

“Midtown is unique. I get a real thrill 
by people walking through the neighbor-
hood and stopping at the coffee shops,” 
he said. The mixed-use concept that 
invites people to live, work and play in 
a single community is the wave of the 
future, he believes.

“People are starting to say, ‘Hey, let’s 
go hang out in Midtown,’ the way so 
many already say about Rice Village,” 
Matt said. And he vows to do everything 
he can to continue the neighborhood’s 
evolution as a pedestrian-friendly center 
of activity in the heart of Houston. 

art

New executive director 
enjoys busy days 
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Art is all around you everyday in 
Midtown. And on April 12, there will 
be more... Much more!

Matt Thibodeaux

By 
Sara C. Strong

See page 5 for a larger map 
and list of participants.



ONGOING

Every Sunday. Whipped Cream Sundaes, 
a Sunday fun day with DJ Senega & 

go-go dancers. Deco, 6 p.m.-11 p.m.

T hru April 5. Firmament. Demetrius 
Oliver returns with recent photographs 

and video. Inman Gallery.

T hru April 5. Jane South | John 
Sparagana. CTRL gallery.

T hru April 5. Stuart Allen, Bart Exposito, 
Rebecca Niederlander. Finesilver Gallery.

T hru April 12. Hana Hillerova’s 
Transfigurations. Educated in the arts 

at the Charles University in Prague, the 
sculptor reveals her interest in matter’s 
dynamic qualities. Lawndale Art Center.

T hru April 12. Houston Cultura. Chuy 
Benitez uses digital panoramic pho-

tography to display Houston’s Mexican 
American community. Lawndale Art Center.

T hru April 12. Reverent Estimations. 
Photographer Adam Schreiber uses 

the lens of the camera to reexamine 
research clean-rooms, post-use corporate 
architecture and a presidential archive. 
Lawndale Art Center.

T hru April 25. China in Transition: A 
Closer Look, Photographs by Peikwen 

Cheng and Daniel Traub. Exhibited at Travis 
Tower Lobby, 1301 Travis, in conjunction 
with FotoFest. Organized by Kinzelman Art 
Consulting. Weekday viewing 8 a.m. – 6 p.m.

T hru May 3. Machine Learning. Curated 
by American artist Matthew Deleget. 

Features paintings by Henry Brown, Terry 
Haggerty, Gilbert Hsiao and Douglas Melini. 
Gallery Sonja Roesch.

T hru May 4. Craft in America: Expanding 
Traditions. Midtown is just one of seven 

U. S. venues for this outstanding exhibition 
celebrating two centuries of fine craftsman-
ship with wood, glass, ceramics, metal-
work, fiber, jewelry and baskets. Houston 
Center for Contemporary Craft.  

T hru May 30. Snowbound. Works of 
artist Lisa M. Robinson. Kinzelman Art 

Consulting with FotoFest 2008.  

MARCH

15and 19. Thru March 26. the sty of 
the blind pig. Directed by Eileen 

J. Morris, this play by Phillip Hayes Dean 
introduces us to Alberta and her mother, 

Weedy, and Blind Jordan, a wandering 
street singer searching for a woman he 
once knew. The Ensemble Theatre.

 17St. Patty’s Celebration including 
green beer. Deco. 5 p.m.-close. 

22Special Easter Vigil Service, 11 p.m. 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

23  Easter Sunday Brunch at t’afia. 
Three Course Brunch with choices 

on each course. $30/adults, $15/kids 
(excludes tax, gratuities, beverages). 10:30 
a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 3701 Travis. Reservations 
required. 713-524-6922, X3.

28thru 29. Southern Culture on the 
Skids appearing at The Continental 

Club. Advance tickets at continentalclub.com 
or call Sig’s Lagoon, 713-533-9525.

29 thru 30. Kit Carson Jewelry Trunk 
Show. Southwest jewelry artist. 

11 a.m.-4 p.m. (Saturday), 12 p.m.-5 p.m. 
(Sunday). Asher Gallery-Houston Center for 
Contemporary Craft.

APRIL

03 thru 05. Jim Hjelm 2008 Bridal 
Trunk Show at Houston Bridal & 

Formal Gallery. Showcasing entire Spring 
2008 line of Jim Hjelm Bridal Gowns in 
the boutique. Enjoy a 15% discount on any 
Jim Helm Bridal Gown purchased on these 
three days. Jimhjelmbridal.com.

07 El Orbits at Big Top Lounge. 
Advance tickets at continentalclub.

com or call Sig’s Lagoon, 713-533-9525.

08 Reflections on Style – a Boutique 
and Runway Show. Gently used 

designer fashions from some of Houston’s 
finest closets will be highlighted at 
the Fashion Show, Luncheon and Chic 
Boutique, benefitting The Salvation Army. 
Contact Lilly Andress (talilly2@comcast.
net) or Vicki West (vc727@aol.com).

09thru12. Pronovias 2008 Trunk Show 
at Houston Bridal & Formal Gallery. 

First-ever trunk show featuring the 2008 
line of Pronovias gowns. 15% discount off 
any Pronovias gown purchased between 
April 9 through April 12. pronovias.com.

12Art in the Park 2008. Local and 
regional artists line the pathways 

of Midtown’s Elizabeth Baldwin Park for 
this 2nd annual family event. 1702 Elgin. 
Midtown Visions Cultural Arts Tour. Open 
studios, galleries and more. 12 to 5 p.m.  

20 Classical Music Concert: Society 
for Early Music in the Church 

sponsors 1st Vespers program featur-
ing The Heinrich Schütz Choir of Texas 
conducted by Allen Hightower, director 
of choral activities at Sam Houston State 
University. Concert features Schütz’s work, 
Musikalische Exequien. Also, works by 
English & Italian composers. 5 p.m. Free. 
First Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

22American Jewelry 1940s-1960s: 
Wearable Modernism. Lecture 

by Cindi Strauss, curator of modern and 
contemporary decorative arts and design 
at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston. The 
free, educational lecture is in conjunction 
with Modern Market of which Ms. Strauss 
is founder. 7 p.m. Lawndale Art Center. 

25Lawndale Art Center’s Thirteenth 
Annual 20th Century Modern 

Market Benefit Preview Party and Sale. 
A not-to-miss show and sale presenting 
wares of 20th century design. $30 per 
person for Lawndale members (guarantees 
admission throughout the weekend) and 
$40 for non-members (includes one-year 
membership to Lawndale Art Center.)

25 Reverend Peyton’s Big Damn Band 
at the Continental Club. Advance 

tickets available at continentalclub.com or 
call Sig’s Lagoon, 713-533-9525.

26thru 27. Caleb Siemon Glass Trunk 
Show. 11a.m.-4 p.m. (Saturday), 

12 p.m.-5 p.m. (Sunday) Asher Gallery-
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft.

26thru 27. Lawndale Art Center’s 
Thirteenth Annual 20th Century 

Modern Market. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. General 
admission $5. Lawndale Art Center. 

26thru May 25. Ashes to Africa. The 
Ensemble’s production explores 

with love and humor the powerful African 
American family dynamics. 

MAY

12 thru 16. National Salvation Army 
Week. The Salvation Army will 

be serving coffee and doughnuts around 
town. To volunteer, call Cindy Grove at 
832-201-8018.

12 thru August 17. CraftTexas 2008. 
Fifth in a series of juried exhibi-

tions showcasing the best in Texas-made 
contemporary craft —clay, fiber, glass, 
metal, wood and found/recycled materials. 
Houston Center for Contemporary Craft.

calendar of events A list of 
Midtown’s Events

Art Square Studios / Art Supply 
2711 Main, 77002 • 713-652-5028 

CTRL gallery 
3907 Main, 77002
713-523-2875 • ctrlgallery.com

Deco 
510 Gray Street, 77002
713-659-4900 • decohouston.com

Finesilver Gallery 
3913 Main, 77002
713-524-3733 • finesilver.com

First Evangelical Lutheran Church
1311 Holman, 77004
713-529-3589 • felchouston.org

Gallery Sonja Roesch
2309 Caroline, 77004
713-659-5424 
gallerysonjaroesch.com
 
Heinen Theatre,  
Houston Community College
3517 Austin, 77004
Fine Arts Office: 713-718-6600
Box Office: 713-718-6570
ccollege.hccs.edu/instru/fineart/ 
facilities.htm

Houston Bridal & Formal Gallery
The Bering Mansion @ 3400 Fannin, 77004
713-526-9401
houstonbridalformalgallery.com

Houston Center for Contemporary  
Craft (HCCC)
4848 Main Street, 77002
713-529-4848 • crafthouston.org
to volunteer: pjohnson@crafthouston.org

Inman Gallery
3901 Main Street, 77002
713-526-7800 • inmangallery.com

Kinzelman Art Consulting
3909 Main, 77002
713-533-9923 • kinzelmanart.com

Lawndale Art Center
4912 Main, 77002
713-528-5858 • lawndaleartcenter.org

Midtown Art Center
1413 Holman, 77004 
713-523-1616 • thecollective.org

Station Museum of Contemporary Art
1502 Alabama, 77004
713-529-6900 • stationmuseum.com

The Continental Club
3700 Main, 77002
713-529-9899 • continentalclub.com

The Ensemble Theatre
3535 Main, 77002
METRORail: Ensemble/HCC Station
713-520-0055 • ensemblehouston.org

Southern Culture on the Skids, The Continental Club
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ing art venue. METRORail will link several art institutions along Main Street. 
Enjoy the day exploring some of the great galleries and complexes that have made 

Midtown the city’s new preeminent art scene.

3900 Block of Main 

T hree gallery owners plus 
art consultants continue to 
make the 3900 block of Main 

a niche in Houston’s contemporary 
art scene. Their joining together for 
same day, same time opening recep-
tions lends a non-competitive spirit, 
enabling an evening art stroll along 
one of Houston’s busiest streets an enjoyable reality.  Take a look at galleries Inman, 
CTRL and Finesilver housed along the 3900 block of Main Street.  

Inman Gallery inmangallery.com
Thru June 8, Inman Gallery will be featuring the 
works of Demetrius Oliver.  The exhibition is pre-
sented in conjunction with the Biennial exposition 
of Photography FOTOFEST and includes the artist’s 
epic Almanac, a 44-part photographic work explor-
ing the daily activities of the artist in his studio. 
Almanac was first exhibited at the Studio Museum 
in Harlem, July-October 2007. Additionally, Inman 
Gallery will once again participate in the New York 

Pulse Contemporary Art Fair,  March 27 thru 30th. 

CTRL gallery ctrlgallery.com
With great space (2,500 square feet) and great design (Architect —John Blackmon) 
gallery owner/artist Bryan Miller has completed Isabella Court, what some have 
deemed Houston’s newest art destination. Some may remember Miller as the former 
director of the Barbara Davis Gallery. 

Jane South returns through April 5, one of four artists from Bryan Millers’s inau-
gural exhibit in 2007. 
A solo exhibition 
of John Sparagana’s 

works will also be on 
view. Sparagana is 
Associate Professor 
of Painting and 
Drawing at Rice 
University, living 

and working in both 
Houston and Chicago. 

And as for the name, 
CTRL (all caps), Miller’s explanation is simple. Take time to see the international and 
American contemporary artists in this expansive space, and 
you will understand.

Finesilver Gallery finesilver.com
Stuart Allen’s Seven (2007), Rebecca Niederlander’s Story Time 
(2006) and Bart Exposito’s Untitled (2007) works are on exhibit 
through April 4 at Finesilver Gallery. 

Community Artists’ Collective  
thecollective.org 

T he Collective take a refreshing slant to art, providing programs that 
encourage and nurture art in the youth community. Their recent 
shows at Christ Church Cathedral (Texas and San Jacinto) and the 

Midtown Art Center featured over 15 artists. They currently have a call for 
women artists in all media (deadline 03/19/08). Plans are in the works for a quilt 
exhibit in the fall. For more information, access their website.

Station Museum of Contemporary Art  
stationmuseum.com 

Expect the unexpected and expect 
to think —perhaps that’s the best 
advice for novice gallery-goers to the 

Station Museum. The erotic, the political, 
maybe bizarre to some —all play into the 
mix and mediums of these artists from 
around the globe. Apertura Colombia (left, 
Comuna 13, Medellin, 2002, Bullet traces and dam-
age from a fight between paramilitary forces and the 
national army, by Jesús Abad Colorado), a sur-
vey of Colombian photography and video, 
exhibits thru May 18th. Your five senses 

and your critical thinking —they’re all a necessity when you step inside 
the Station Museum, open Wednesday through Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

10 11

Gai, China in Transition: A Closer Look –by Peikwen Cheng. Organized by Kinzelman Art Consulting

Houston Center for Contemporary Craft  
crafthouston.org 

I f your image of craft is only found at a festival 
or church bazaar, think again. Talented artisans 
contribute immeasurable hours to the beauty 

of this gallery space with their wood turnings, 
glass jewelry, metalworking and more. Their cur-
rent Craft in America: Expanding Traditions thru May 
4th is two centuries of craftsmanship, beautifully 
answering the question “What is craft?” 

Lawndale Art Center lawndaleartcenter.org 

L awndale’s Art Deco exterior is art in itself. Step inside and you’ll find a 
new era of floor to ceiling, usually wall-to-wall, great contemporary art. 
Lawndale has historically prided itself with the exhibitions of Houston 

artists, like Chuy Benitez, below. The historic Lawndale Art Center is equally 
known for 
their annual 
20th Century 
Modern 
Market (April 
22-27), the 

popular open-call juried exhibition, The Big Show (July 11 thru August 9) 
and Día de los Muertos/Day of the Dead (October 17-November 8.) While on 
the Visions Tour, don’t forget to stop in the studios of artists-in-residence 
Lynne McCabe, Danny Kerschen and Teresa O’Connor.

The Ensemble Theatre ensemblehouston.com 

T he Ensemble is the oldest and largest professional African American 
theatre in the Southwest, yet don’t be misled by the kudo. The 
theatre is for the WHOLE community with no barriers for race or 

address. Buy a ticket for any of this year’s stellar performances (comedy/
drama/musical) and you’ll be hooked. Make plans now for the Tony-award 
winning Ain’t Misbehavin’, June 21 through July 20, complete with the lively 
music of composer and pianist Thomas “Fats” Waller. 

HCC Central Fine Arts 
http//ccollege.hccs.edu/gallery/index.html 

Houston Community College (HCC) Central Fine Arts Gallery presents 
three shows each semester and one in the summer, including both 
faculty and students’ works-well worth exploring, particularly with 

HCC’s campus-wide renovations. Central Fine Arts new music series begins 
with Billy Martin in Concert, the avant garde jazz trio of Medeski, Martin & 
Wood, appearing Wednesday, March 26 at 7:30 p.m.

Diverse Works “This Old House” 
diverseworks.org 

Aerosol Warfare has been transforming 
DiverseWorks’ satellite space into a 
fantastical pop landmark in Midtown, 

This Old House. The old two-story Victorian 
home was intended to be used for storing 
DiverseWorks’ archives and to house tour-
ing artists but instead has become a project 
in itself at 1625 Alabama, 77004, at Almeda.

Midtown Art Center midtownartcenter.com 

M idtown Art Center is a 501(c)(3), not-for profit community sup-
ported cultural arts organization. “Emerging artists” takes on a new 
meaning here with many taking their first step with the organiza-

tion’s guiding hands. The 20,000 square foot facility is working space for dili-
gent artists and their exhibitions. Midtown Art Center was founded in 1982 
as a multi-discipline, multi-cultural community outreach for art, also featur-
ing educational dance programming for youth and adults.

Art Square Studios and Art Supply  
Vikki Trammell at Art Square Studios / Art Supply, 713-652-5028 

The two-story building at 2711 Main continues its dedication to serious 
artists with workspace and supplies. The 
upstairs, Art Square Studios, serves as built-

out space for 26 artists while the downstairs, Art 
Supply, offers the tools for those in the field of 
painting, drawing, graphic design, print making, cal-
ligraphy and more. Owner Vikki Trammel has laid 
claim to the space for 10 years and is the impetus 
(and driver) for the semi-annual Visions Tour. Even if you’re not an artist 
yourself, you’ll enjoy browsing through the inventory! 

Banded Low Bowl, Cranberry/Apricot, 2006, by Caleb Siemon, HCCCThirteenth Annual 20th Century Modern Market, Lawndale Art Center 
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